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GIBSONS HERITAGE PLAYHOUSE | SINCE 1929

Conservation
Capital
Campaign

2024



As one of Gibson’s earliest pioneer-built buildings,
the Heritage Playhouse served as the community
gathering place for The Howe Sound Women’s
Institute in 1929. During the 1930s and 40’s this
modest hall served as the town community centre,
providing a hub for concerts, plays, bake sales and
meetings. For five decades the Gibsons
Elementary School used it as an
auxiliary building, storage facility, and school gym
before a dedicated group of local thespians raised
the funds to convert and renovate the building
into a professional theatre in 2000.
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Gibsons Cultural Hub
Since 1929
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The Playhouse officially opened in 2000 when it
was designated as an official heritage building by
the Province of B.C.

MESSAGE FROM OUR
PRESIDENT 

“The Heritage Playhouse has been a community treasure throughout its long life
and is operated by the Gibsons Landing Heritage Society. I am the President of the
Board today but the accolades have to go to past president, Nest Lewis and her
partner in the project, Colleen Elson, who worked tirelessly to raise the money and
inspire the army of volunteers and the tradespeople who brought the venture to
the Opening Day on April 19, 2000. Twenty-four years have passed since that day,
and now some of those same volunteers and tradespeople are coming together to
rejuvenate the Playhouse. The community has shown us how much it values the
Heritage Playhouse and we are hoping that this will translate into support to help
us refresh and repair the building that has served Gibsons
and the Sunshine Coast for almost 100 years.” - DIanne Evans

Founding society
members Nest

Lewis and Colleen
Elson celebrate the
Heritage Playhouse

opening in 2000. 

"
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Interaction with the Arts can be transformational making a
community a more vibrant better place to live. The Heritage
Playhouse supports excellence in artistic practice, provides a
professional performance venue for youth-based artistic pursuits,
and benefits the local cultural economy. We present a wide
variety of performance experiences that engage, excite, and
inform the community hosted in one of Gibsons' only two
“designated” heritage buildings. It is critical that our venue be
maintained and improved in order to continue to provide a
professional and sustainable playhouse for artists and audiences.

The Conservation Capital Campaign goal of $130,000 
will meet the following needs:

01 To Protect an important community cultural heritage
asset with heritage window replacements and exterior
painting to meet heritage standards. 

02 Allow the society to adapt to more energy-efficient
operating systems including a new heat pump system to
regulate interior temperatures and reduce annual heating
costs and cooling.

03

OUR GOAL
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04

Renew aging infrastructure and insure building integrity;
rebuild accessible entry ramps and refurbish stage floor.

Improve technical lighting and sound equipment for an
optimal long-term performance and audience.  



We couldn’t do this without you. We invite you to donate to our
Conservation Campaign with an amount and method that suits
you including:

A MONTHLY DONATION PROGRAM FROM $25 PER MONTH
ANNUAL TAX RECEIPT DONATION AMOUNT FROM $100 

      TO $5,000 OR MORE
SET UP A LEGACY GIFT AMOUNT IN THE NAME OF A
DEPARTED LOVED ONE
TRANSFER SHARES FROM STOCKS AS A DONATION
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BECOME AN ARTS PATRON

We are stronger with you. Community donor support is integral to
the successful operation of the Heritage Playhouse.

Although the Society can compete for certain government grant
opportunities, we are not eligible for operating grants. We rely heavily
on donors and rentals to keep the doors open. Donors and sponsors
help us pay for much-needed upgrades to the building and the
equipment. To our individual donors who give annually, we thank you
from the bottom of our hearts.
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SHARE OUR PASSION FOR
THE ARTS

In 2023, the Heritage Playhouse presented over 232
community events including music concerts, dance

performances, live theatre productions, comedy 
specials, and film society screenings.



Are you an advocate for conserving local heritage? As one of only two
provincially designated heritage properties in Gibsons, the Heritage
Playhouse plays an important role in our pioneer-built and cultural
heritage, having presented hundreds and hundreds of local theatre,
dance, and music productions over the years. The 147-seat playhouse
on Gibsons “Heritage Corners” is home to cozy velveteen Art Deco
seats from the Starlight Theatre in Vancouver and beautifully carved
front door inlays by indigenous artist Bradly Hunt. The memories
generated here are priceless.

As the Heritage Playhouse nears its 100th birthday, help us reach our
Conservation Campaign Goals to raise $130,000 towards much-needed
upgrades and heritage restoration. Your corporate sponsorship of
$2500, $5000, or $10,000 will help conserve and protect this heritage
asset well into the future.
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SPONSOR LOCAL HERITAGE
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BE A HERITAGE HERO
Help us conserve this valuable cultural asset.

“Wild Oats Boy” community theatre production, 1934

Howe Sounders dance band, circa 1935 Setting the stage lights, 2022

“Nunsence” theatre production, 2002 Example of heritage window 
deterioration, 2023 

After 24 years, it’s time to replace the heritage window frames, repaint the
building, and install new lighting and signage to Heritage BC standards. Inside we
need to complete the conversion to energy-efficient LED stage lighting, upgrade
sound equipment, and re-surface the stage floor to enhance the user experience.



Include a brief description, rationale and intended impact.
It helps to keep it concise yet concrete!

SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS ON INSTAGRAM AND
FACEBOOK (4 MENTIONS PER MONTH)

EMAIL MARKETING THROUGH A BI-MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER 

LOBBY SIGNAGE RECOGNITION

BRAND AWARENESS IN PRINT MEDIA, AT
PLAYHOUSE-SPONSORED EVENTS, AND ON
WEBSITE

YOUR CHOICE OF (FOUR, SIX, OR EIGHT) VIP
TICKET PAIRS TO A SELECT GROUP OF
PERFORMANCES

Become a 2024/2025 corporate sponsor and
enjoy multi-channel marketing benefits and
community recognition. 

SPONSOR BENEFITS
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Admissions/Rent
55%

Grants
20%

Donations
10%

Fundraising
10%

Sponsors
5%
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2023 REVENUE

2231
ARTISTS

7834 
PATRONS

232
EVENTS

YOUR SUPPORT HELPS
ARTISTS THRIVE & GROW
In 2023 our cultural impact supported 2,231 artists, 232
community arts events, and presented works to 7,834 patrons.

Operations
45%

Building/Grounds Maintenance
35%

Building + Technical Upgrades
20%

of every dollar you donate or sponsor goes
to support playhouse operations, technical
upgrades, maintenance and building
conservation.

100%

2023 EXPENSES



For decades, the Heritage Playhouse has been an important live
performance hub for Gibsons and the south Sunshine Coast, hosting
thousands of pre-professional and professional-calibre arts and cultural
events. For many community artists, their careers in theatre, music, dance,
and drama started on this stage. Off-coast artists from around B.C. and
beyond also book the Heritage Playhouse because of its excellent
acoustics and technical capabilities, as well as the supportive 
local audiences.

Theatre
“It has been my supreme pleasure to
have utilized this venue for a monthly
theatre event that I produced for over 5
years, and a two-time music special I
produced and directed.” 
- Wanda Nowicki

TESTIMONIALS

Music We’re excited to return to the Heritage
Playhouse to play our 15th Anniversary
show.” Shari Ulrich 

Dance
“Gibsons is so fortunate to have this
professional performance venue available
for the dance festival, year-end dance
performances, and the beloved
Nutcracker production.” 
- Gibsons Dance Centre

T H E  H E R I T A G E  P L A Y H O U S E 1 1

Film
“The Heritage Playhouse is our home! It's
the hub where neighbours and friends 
can share their interest in good movies
and interesting ideas, enabling us to 
bring our community together."
- Greg Marshall, SC Film Society



Help us conserve Gibson’s beloved
heritage performance hub.
Become a donor or sponsor today.

CONTACT

Heritage Playhouse
626 North Road
Gibsons, BC
V0N 1V9

604.886.8998

Dianne Evans -
dianneevans@uniserve.com
Diane Hartmann - 2dw@telus.net

heritageplayhouse.com
heritageplayhouse@telus.net
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Contact us by email, phone or donate directly by Canada Helps 
on our website at heritageplayhouse.com.

Gibsons Landing Heritage Society is a registered non-profit
charitable organization. 

Film Society volunteers Doug Dyment and Betty Chadwick.


